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PAGE 01 DAMASC 01600 0207 13Z 
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ACTION 10-10 

INFO OCT-01 AF-06 ARA-06 EA-06 EUR- 12 NEA-09 ISO-OO 

CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 INR-07 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 

PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 OMB-01 ACDA-05 SAM-01 

SAB-01 /102W 

129818 

R 020652Z MAY 75 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3331 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
USMISSION GENEVA 
USMISSION USUN 
DIA WASHDC 

C OHN F I D E N T I A L DAMASCUS 1600 

GENEVA FOR MEPC DEL 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, XF 

SUBJ: PURPORTED SYRIAN AGREEMENT TO EXTEND UNDOF MANDATE 
REF: USUN 1434 

1. BEIRUT PRESS APRIL 30 CARRIED BRIEF ITEM (AFP, DATELINED 
DAMASCUS) THAT "OFFICIAL SYRIAN SOURCE" HAD DENIED THAT 
SYRIA HAD AGREED TO EXTEND UNDOF MANDATE FOR TWO MONTHS. 
"THE EXTENSION OF UNDOF HAS NOT BEEN ENVISAGED," DECLARED 
SYRIAN GOVT SPOKESMAN AND REPORTS PUBLISHED ON THIS 
SUBJECT ARE COMPLETELY WITHOUT FOUNDATION. 

2. SYRIAN PRESS HAS CARRIED NEITHER THE STATEMENT 
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LEBANON, SUHAYL SUKKARIYAH, THAT SYRIA WOULD EXTEND 
MANDATE NOR THE DENIAL. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE IT IS WIDELY BELIEVED HERE THAT 
SYRIA WILL ULTIMATELY AGREE TO SOME EXTENSION OF 
MANDATE, THERE HAS BEEN NO SARG ANNOUNCEMENT TO THAT 
EFFECT. WHEN SUCH DECISION IS ANNOUNCED, AND WE 
FRANKLY EXPECT THAT IT WILL BE A CLIFF HANGER UP UNTIL 
LAST MOMENT, WE WOULD EXPECT IT TO BE BY OFFICIAL 
GOVERNMENT SOURCE RATHER THAN ONE OF THE LESSER KNOWN 
NATIONAL COMMAND MEMBERS. 

MURPHY 
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